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Job description 

Global Director of External Affairs 

 

Main purpose of role 
 
Lead the strategy for building the presence of United Purpose globally, through 
communications, brand and networking. Lead the strategy for developing UP’s income 
streams across an increasingly diverse portfolio. With colleagues, build UP’s reputation and 
practice as a ‘disruptive innovator’ in the sector. 
 
Reports to: CEO 
 
Direct reports: Head of Communications, Head of Fundraising, Business Manager Carbon 
UP 
 

Key responsibilities 
 

 Shape and manage the strategy for developing UP’s income both nationally and 
internationally, particularly with regard to diversification of funding sources, towards more 
institutional donors 

 Shape and manage the strategy for developing  communications, influence and brand 
profile across the range of audiences needed to achieve UP’s new strategy 

 Alongside the CEO, play a key role in developing and managing senior level 
relationships with stakeholders across civil society, government, donors, business and 
other partners, in Wales, the UK, and internationally 

 Lead on developing UP’s new business strategy including its aim to develop new and 
innovative income sources such as its recently established in-house carbon offset 
business and other areas of social enterprise 

 Lead strategies to harness the power of communications to advance UP’s agenda to 
champion disruptive innovation and radical approaches to empowering communities  

 Build political and stakeholder alliances and relationships to expand UP’s influence and 
voice, for the purpose of securing new funding and shaping debate and thinking in the 
sector 

 As a member of UP’s Senior Management Team shape and lead UP’s overall strategy 
and direction including continuing transformation in line with this new strategy 

 Operate as the senior point of liaison across the organisation in the UK and globally to 
ensure coherence of external strategy across programmes, innovation, finance 
and operations 

 Support the  CEO in advising the Board of Trustees and providing accountability against 
strategy and plans agreed by them 
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Person specification 
 

 Significant experience (preferably, but not necessarily, in a not-for-profit context) of 
fundraising, communications and marketing 

 Proven commercial acumen as applied to a range of income-generating strategies   

 Knowledge of charitable and/ or social enterprise models 

 Entrepreneurial flair and track record 

 Proven track record of developing and delivering income generation and building, profile 
and campaigns that deliver to strategic outcomes 

 Proactive, creative, can-do approach  

 Agile and able to operate creatively with moderate resources to achieve big impact 

 Understanding of, or proven ability to master an understanding of, international 
sustainable development policy and practice issues  

 Strong proven leadership and management experience 

 Strong personal impact and presence 

 Welsh language skills (desirable) 

 Knowledge of the communications, political and fundraising context of Wales (desirable) 
 

 

 


